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ADARING caprice Jt was that
prompted artist and artisan to
thrust upon us a Beardsley
craze -without warning. But
what of it.a spirit of adventure*
is admired by all. Onco we

caught our breath the Impertinence
was forgiven. Now, we are swearing
by these poster Inclined people who
have made It possible for us to look de¬
mure and act in a kittenish manner,
Ponder for a moment, and If you are
one of the unreconciled your prejudices
will be overcome In contemplating the
beauty of a room full of wondrously
White, sloping shoulders, bared with
the utmost frankness, and limb upon
limb defined and beautified by clinging
draperies and myriads of furbelows.
No fantastic creations are to perpet¬

uate the weird pen strokes of the poster
maker, but the subtle grace and me-
diseval glories are to be separated as
the chaff from the wheat, and to these
will Wo pin our faith. In other words,
all of sinuous grace remalnB, but deli¬
cate color usurps the place of the flam¬
boyant. This revolution in the.cut of
clothes is but the aftermath of symbol-
lcai toilets which have been fostered
by the extremists abroad,
A friend who understands dressing, as

Bhe apparently does coquetry, tells me
that in conjunction with the new fad
she has adopted an Individual scheme.

(She intends hor garments, chameleon-
like, to take the color of her moods. "It

I must be that feminine gift of intuition
l that has made me receive very differ¬
ent proposals In appropriate gowns,"
says she. "There was the austere high
church parson, who Is now, with rare
fidelity, a celibate priest. I refused an
offer to share his slum living in a ma-
dohnallke gown of deep Mediterranean
blue fashioned in nunlike folds, with
mediseval clasps confining my waist
and a chatelaine hanging like the beads
of a rosary."
"There was the good looking, pennl-

leas naval lieutenant who caught me
unawares In blue serge." Who will
gainsay the^wls- -dorn and sagac- ^-v*- ~ /Mity of my charm- i V,\ IIng friend? Not 11.t^=^^^./J^: 11
I. We all know ~-/ W"'
the would be ~0§T-jLffl~~~wicked man r-Jp^-^^^^^1'*'about town who, ~^^a, ^"vJ^^^Y^by the subtle
flatteryof paint- * ft! 1 Jyl
ing his life ten fiM^JS^/ytimes blacker A^fy\\Athan It Is, and 7\^/> \
himself waiting II A /A \
for you to re-
generate him. //A) \\to snatch him ill )Afrom the deep- > V^xJ^est abyss of in- \7
famy.came ffnear winning II
you. That day /.I'll stake the w-.-J
price of an auto drive on It.you wore
n babyish little, simple muslin gown,fresh and Innocent, that left with himIhe memory of a fragrant young life

and enriched mndame to the extent of
80 times tts intrinsic value.
"And so I could wander on throughthese tumultuous upheavals of momen¬

tary excitement, for Just last night I
overheard a quaint compliment paid
my friend as I passed down the wide
steps of the Waldorf, over Us rich red
carpet and snow white marble steps ofthe vestibule. 'You always seem In
sympathy with tho moment, and yetyou avoid the obvious.' It was neatlyput, I thoughr, for the speaker littleknew that accidentally he had put into
words the dominant rule of my friend's'" giddy life.'avoid the obvious.' "

The remark had especial reference toher cjoak. We had been at a big din¬
ner, given by a soldier just going toChina, where some of his near men re¬lations and friends were already in the
midst of war. To go iri flaunting colors
would have been an insolence to theMMtcret underlying depression and ai.x-
Jety. To have gone In black would
have been an obvious Impropriety.a
futfgestlon of hearllessncss to the mon-

dnlnes who sought to be gay and hap¬
py.in fact, a suggestion of ill that
might have unnerved the stunchcst
heart.
Instead, she wore a soft white gown,

veiled In a seed pearl embroidered net,
fashioned In a long train, and a squarecut^bodlce draped with old lace, wrap-

when the nicest part of dinner.coffee
.was being discussed. The cloak re¬
minded me of a bunch of Parma vio¬
lets. It was of deep Parma violet mt-
rolr velvet, almost pansy colored in Us
folds and lined with soft, quilted silk of
the paler Neapolitan shade. It wus
completed by a high collar gleamingwith iridescent embroideries and a
large, foaming boa of soft white feath¬
ers caught on either side by a crumpled
rosette of chiffon, from which soft ends,
tucked and frilled, fell loosely, follow¬
ing their own sweet will. Occasionallyshe brought the boa Into closer contact
with her pearly white throat. nig buc¬
kles held the cloak together when nec¬
essary. The effect, to my humble
thinking, was a symphony of sympa¬
thy.
Following these lines, the "greeneryyallery" period introduced In the long

ago by the children's friend.dear, de¬
lightful Kate Greenawny.Is once more
to the fore. Little ones are smartlytricked out In facsimile of the prevail¬ing modes. This method does not pre¬clude the possibility of their beingpractically clad, either. White woolen
frocks "-are the daintiest and most serv¬
iceable for dress up wear. They maybe submitted to the mercies of the
laundress if not too elaborately con¬
structed, and always may pay a suc¬
cessful vlBlt to the cleaner, cominghack looking like new. A nun's veiling.Intended for a girl about 15, prettilydisplays the sloping shoulder effect of
dainty yokes. It will also be observed
that the uniquely tied sash,- with bow
In front, Is a bit of poster reality. Th
scheme of hitching bows to the front, i
a prevalent habit which further em
phaslzes a desire for the unusual.
Another example of miniature repro

ped round, los¬
ing itself In
the folds of
the belt and
ad van tageous-
ly displaying
prettily turned
shoulders. This
was the sugges-

guorous time

I! tion of hope,
\ and not the cyn-

leal one of the
fing of truce, us
you might think.

' The fact of huv-
ing a bad cold

> furnished the
excuse for send¬
ing for her cloak,
in which she
sat wrapped
during the lan-

FROCKS FOR YOUNG GIRLS.

ductlon Is found In a pain rose colored
crepon, from I he bodice of which de¬
pend scarfs of llsse, tied half way In
bows, the ends being finished with gilt
tassels. An inch wide bell of gold gal-
loon "is just like mamma's," and the
weurer fetches up her skirt in back to
produce the "curve" In so faultless a
manner as to win encomiums ot praise
from all elders who behold the little
mimic.
The almost grown up member of the

family will revel in a negligee in the
construction Of which are combined
elusive grace and the most beauteous
of undersleeves, puffed and banded into
seductively charming form, which cling
as fashionably as the skirt portion of
the garment. With these telling at-
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HALLIE ERMINIE RIVES, NOVELIST.
Miss Halllc Ermlnle Rives, well known >as the cousin of Amelle Rives(Princess Troubetskoi), is the author of a new novel called "A Furnace ofEarth." The book Is published simultaneously In England and America. ThePrince of Wales, who met Miss Rives in London this summer, is reported tohave sent to her publisher to sec the advance sheets of the book. When theprince returned them, be is said to have remarked, "When I cut the leaves,they bled."
The novel deals with the sex problem and strikes a note of human passionwhich, according to many critics, has never yet been sounded in English fic¬tion.
Miss Hives wrote a story called "Smoking Flax" a few years ago. In Itshe advocated the cause of the southern negro lynchers. The story was notone for young people, and it is not even claimed that "A Furnace of Earth" isJuvenile literature either,
Miss Rives lives In New York, but is a native of Kentucky. ".'~

tributes there's nothing left to be de¬sired.
If I've surprised you In my accountof feminine fashions, prepare yourself

/ .
,, ,. t0 ije astounded

by the follow-tlng paragraph,
which has just
appeared In
Vanity Fair, the
model society
paper of Lon-

"The single
breasted frock
coat is to be'
shortly followed
by a buttonicss
suit, introduced
by a Mr. Porter
of California.
There are also
r u m o rs of a
brimlesstop hat,
a white evening
dress coat, with

N_I brass buttons;
morning trousers, with gathers round
the knees, and red boots."

Cresar's ghost! Did I hear aright?
Indeed, yes, and all the ghosts of the
splendid empire period may soon go
stalking abroad If we continue to haunt
the corridors of museums or the attics
of artists In search of novelty. "The

fine white hand of Time-' ought to find
better things to do. Don't you think on
this subject as does

New York.

MOW TO CULTIVATE IIEAUTY.
Queen Natalie of Sorvla is remarkable

for beauty, her great charm being her
lovely neck, which resembles that of
the famous Venns of Mllo, Her recipe
for preserving it from the ravages of
time Is simplicity Itself. Every morn¬
ing she takes a brisk little walk In the
grounds of her palace near Belgrade,
bearing a pitcher on her head. This ex¬
ercise not only improves the neck by
strengthening its muscles, but the bal-
an< Ing of the pitcher encourages a
graceful and easy carriage. Peasant
women who carry weights on their
heads in tins manner are remarkable
for their fine figures and erect, dignified
and graceful bearing.

A TRUE HEROINE.
Miss Rikl Wakayama is the name ot

n young girl of 15 years living in the
village of Totsuka, Japan, whose de¬
voted conduct toward her parents hus
just been officially rewarded by the
governor of Tokyo-fu handing her a di¬
ploma of praise and a certain sum of
money. The story runs as follows:
In the days of "nor babyhood her fam¬

ily were living In a fair way; indeed,
her father Is a ma,n of education, being
the holder of a decoration which was
given him after the civil war of 23
years ago. But subsequently fortune
began to turn against them, when they
moved to the place above named from
Mito City, where they had originally
lived. By the time Rlkt had entered on
her sixth year the family had become
so reduced in their circumstances that
the father had to pull a jinriklsha to
earn them a living, and, to make things
worse, the mother became about the
same time a helpless invalid, having
contracted incurable rheumatism.
From that time onward for nine long

years Riki remained the ever constant
nurse and companion of her mother,
and a little housekeeper and a kitchen-
maid during her father's absence, al¬
ways denying to herself, first, childish,
and then girlish, pastimes, both in¬
doors and out of doors, which, even in
the midst of utter poverty, are goner-
ally sought after by the young In the
growing period of life. There was a
delicacy her mother always liked, and
she went many a time several miles to
fetch it for her. Her mother's pain In¬
creased, and she often sat up whole
nights, robbing herself of needed sleep,
after a hard day's work. Her mother's
smile was hers, and everything hero^
was her mother's.her only wish being
that her mother might recover.
But heaven decreed that the mother

must not, and she died on Jan. 11 last.
Riki's heart wos broken, but she must
now live for her father, and she is said
to bo working harder than ever at
homo doing piecework to lighten the
burden of her sole remaining parent.
This is the story of this noble young

woman which reached the ears of the
authorities and brought her the de¬
served honor and reward above alluded
to. It may be added thnt in the midst
Of nil her sorrow und trouble she had
had time to teach herself reading and
writing. Her mother, though an in¬
valid, was able to help her in this mat¬
ter, having had some education, like
her husband, who also assisted his
daughter at night.

Klin IS nt'lCFl OK LANCASTER!.
Queen Victoria, apart from her titles

of sovereign of the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Ireland nnd its colo¬
nies and dependencies nnd empress of
India, holds the title of Duke of Lan-
caster, Lord Cross on one occasion
mentioned that when he. as home sec¬

retary, attended the birthday dinner,
he gave the toast. "The queen, duke of
I.an. aster." Most people would Imag¬
ine that her title of Duke of Lancaster
merges in her superior title of queen,
hut that Is not SO, as she would remain
Puke of Lancaster even if she censed to
be queen. The duchy of Lancaster
was treated in the reign of Edward III,
and since 1161 the revenues of the
duchy have been held .separately from
all other hereditaments and form no

part of the hereditary revenues in view
of which the civil list was granted.

A I10\ VOYAGE <JIET.
If you have ever noticed tho stale ot

worry and fuss some people get into
when packing their traveling hags, you
will appreciate a little gift made by a
quick wilted damsel to her aunt. It
was simply n card, about four Indu s

long by three wtde, and on It was a
neatly written list of things which
should go into'the ling.

Besides a full list of toilet Imple¬
ments, II included soap, court plaster,
buttonhook, shoe laces, needles and cot-
ton, small mirror, clothcsbrushj scis¬
sors, pencil anil a few other things
which her own experience had taught
her were often useful on a Journey.
The card was meant to he kept in one
of the pockets of the traveling bag, so
as to be ready for reference when again
required.
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I THE GOLDEN NOTES
?

' OF THE
[. QUEENS OF GRAND OPERA
t

THE opening of the grnntl opera
season sees the queens of song
hurrying across Hie ocean from
their palatial homes in the old
world, where they spend the
long months that Intervene be¬

fore the last spring song and the first
winter aria. None of them stays In the
United States, not even Susanne Ad¬
ams, who is a Chicago girl; or Susan
Strong, who is claimed by Brooklyn, or
Zelle de Lussan or Nordlca. Some¬
where'on the other side, whether It is
In apartments In the Bols du Boulogne
or in a chateau In the Cevenn'es, each
song siren takes her case far from the
scene of her toll and her triumphs.

Mint. Meli,a has her villa on the
Thames and her apartments in the Bue
de Prony In Paris; Calve has her Cha¬
teau CambrlereS in the Pyrenees and
her tiny flat, glowing with warmth and
color, in one of the boulevards; Eames
has a castle near Florence, Italy, a]house in Paris und a place In London;Serrtbrlch keeps up a home In Berlin, |where her children study and play
while she is coining her pearls of song
into good gold of the realm.
Next to being a reigning sovereign

or the boss of a big trust, there Is no
occupation so profitable as that of a
prlma donna. Pattl long ago retired,
with her millions, to her castle in
Wales, and now appears only at rare
Intervals, while Nllsson, with a title
and wealth, outvies the great ladies of
Paris in the elegance of her gents and
In the splendor of her toilets.
Those who frequent the opera seldom

pause to consider what the lovely be¬
ing behind the footlights who toys so
carelessly with "high C" or "I) In alt" is
paid for her couple of exhibitions 01 vo¬
cal gymnastics.
Not one of them appears for less thnn

$S00 a night, and the great stars, like
Sembrlch, Calve, Melbd, Fames, Al-
banl and Nordlca, receive from J1.200 to
$1,S00. This is paid to the singers for
from two to four arias, or $:175 to $750
per song. Talk about tjie fairy tale
maiden who dropped pearls and dia¬
monds from her lips every lime she
opened her mouth! Her gift is scarcely
to be mentioned In the same breath
with that of the great singers of the
nineteenth century.

It was not always, however, the good
fortune of the human songbirds to be
so well puld. Many of them begun
with $100 a month. That was all that
was pail the great singers of half a
century ago. There Is an Impression
that the fact that opera Is fashionable
In America accounts for the large sal¬
aries paid to Its leading exponents
here. This is not true. Any one of the
lirst rate singers of opera could In liu-

rope command almost as much a3 In
America. Besides, to come hero they
must endure u tedious sou voyage and
a climate that Is more trying to tho
larynx 'than any other to which they
are subjected. *

The highest price ever paid to a sing¬
er In America was given Mine. Sem-
brich by a New York millionaire's wife
who wished the prlma donna to appear
at one of her drawing room entertain¬
ments. Mine. Sembrlch asked $2,000 for
her services, and she received it. Sem-
hrich is admittedly, with the possible
exception of Melba, the greatest livinglyrical artist after Pattl, and the sum
was paid for only a single aria'. Mrs.
Cornelius Vanderbilt paid Mint, Melba'$1,500 lor singing once at her famous
musicalc. Neither Seinbrich nor any ot
the other divas cares to sing at fash¬
ionable; entertainments. Eames and
Calve will scarcely ever sing except, for
friends, and then they will accept no
fee. it Is usual after one ot these art¬
ists has obliged a friend by appearingat her muslcale for the !ady to send her
some pretty souvenir the next day.

in strong contrast to the earnings of
the great prlma donnas are those of
the poor chorus girls, whose work Is
really much more arduous. They nre
constantly on the stage and do tho
most of the singing. For their efforts
they are paid from $15 to $25 a week,
more oflen (16 than $25.
Aside from the extravagant style in

Which most of the famous singers live,
they have heavy expenses In connection
with their profession. Kach singer
must receive the best of care and usu¬
ally has a maid ond a dresser, with a
private secretary to look after her cor¬
respondence.
When she goes to a hotel. In order to

secure comfort and seclusion, it Is nec¬
essary for her to engage an entire suit
of apartments, to hnvn all her meals
served In her room nnd to live In the
heart of the city, where hotel hills are
high When In New York, Mine. Sem¬
brlch genernlly stays at the Savoy,
near Central park: Mine. Melba at the
Waldorf Astoria, Mine. Calve at the
Plaza and Mine. Fames at the Marie
Antoinette hotel. To support the dig-
nlty of her position the successful
singer must dress handsomely, and her
stage wardrobe is generally at her own
expense. One gown worn by Mine.
Eames in Faust" cost her $l,Ono. and
Mine. Molba's splendid $15.000 gown for
"Traviata" is said to have been almost
equaled in sumpthousness by Mine.
Sembrloh's gown for the same opera.
Years of study nre, of course, required
to polish and perfect even a fine voice.
Those who know sa'y that $25,000 must
be spent before a prlma donna is ready
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BLANCHE WALSH'S S 1,200 "L'AIGLON" GOWN.
When Sara Bernhardl's piny. "I/Aiglon," was put on in Paris, It made

such a great lilt that the dressmakers were prompt In adapting it to the pop¬
ularising of their creations. Tin y meYrily turned out l.'Aiglon hats, gowns
ami cloaks \v*lth a view to reaping a rich harvest. Empire garments of every
sort were called L'Alglon.

Miss Blanche Walsh, who has returned from Paris, bought one of the hand¬
somest of the L'Alglon gowns displayed at the Paris exposition. It cost her
Just $1,200, for it was the only one of that design made by one of the greatest
of the Parisian dressmakers. It is needless to say that the garment Is a dream.
It Is of the empire style, the short bodice being made of black silk chiffon, en¬
tirely cpVfrqd with gold and spangled embroidery In an Egyptian pattern.
The skirt, which clings closely to the body from immediately below the bust,
Is of black crape, with an insertion around the bottom Of black chiffon, em¬
broidered in the same pattern as the bodice. The gown opens at the left side
just below the bust to the floor, showing a panel of white satin covered with
black chiffon, and on either sfdo a broad insertion of the Egyptian trimming.
The girdle, high under the arms. Is of the same Egyptian pattern In gold,
with a larger medallion In front of lapis lazuli with a golden head of Cleopa¬
tra. The gown has a long ttaln, the sleeves coming way below the hands,
and the whole effect la of a slender bluck serpent with golden scafes.

to make her bow before the public. W
no other profession Is the cost in mon¬
ey, tlmo and perseverance so greatThe prlma donna's term of moneymaking Is usually limited to about 10
or 16 years. Fow great artists achieveeminence before the age of 30. Afterthat they are in their prime until aboutthe age of 45. Then, if they are wiseand have been thrifty, they can retireto an honored and comfortable old age,leaving, as did Jenny Llnd and Nilssooand Pattl, the memory of their great*

HOW TO KNOT TUB STRING TIB.
In all seasons alike the string tie

Is particularly popular, yet not one
woman In 50 wears this tie done in the
correct fashion. The string tie, to be
correct, must be straight and narrow
and crisply tied and measure ubout 33Inches in length.
The newest method adopted by thefashionuble girl for achieving a smart.

mannish effect In her string tie is aa
follows: Cross the tie, the left end over
right, and tie In the usual fashion, as
in Illustration No. 1; then wind the upperend over the Jeft forefinger to form a
loop, as in the second Illustration.
Transfer this loop to the thumb and
first finger of the right hand and use
the left hand to tuck the lower end of
the tie through the loop In front of the
bow and in the opposite direction.
Draw the knot tight, and the result Is
the, strulghtcst, neatest, crlspest of

bows, as shown In No. 4; a bow that
rarely loosens, never twists or droops,
and is worthy even of the confidence of
a golfing girl on a windy day.
A sailor bow, which differs from a

sailor's knot, is worn with a stock. It
Is usually, made of soft silk, crepe de
chine, liberty silk, ribbon or lawn.

VICTORIA'S I.OVIS or FLOWERS.
Sinei» ihe days when Queen Victoria

used to l>e found tending her own car¬
nations in the Mower beds near the win¬
dows ol Windsor castle a long time has
indeed elapsed, but her love for Mowers
and Interest in all matters concerning
their growth have Increased rather
than diminished with years. The most
enterprising experiments are made by
her wish In the royal gardens and
greenhouses;, and few novelties in va-
ricties of plants or methods of horti¬
culture are Introduced Into England
without receiving her attention, one of
her biographers tells us. '

Among the fruits cultivated under
"lass are bananas nnd strawberries.
the former bear fruit; the latter blos¬
som about Christmas lime.while bas¬
ket fills of ripe strawberries are picked
every February to he placed on the
queen's own* table. Presents to rola-
tives at home and abroad and foreign
.sovereigns are often made out of the
earliest crops yielded by the hothouses.
Grapes make a fine show at Windsor,

ami Queen Victoria likes to visit the
Vineries often to admire the lovely ex¬
hibition of the thousands of bunches.
In these houses It Is possible to gather
peaches In May, and this Is where over
12,(100 strawberry plants are raised an¬
nually. One novelty In the way of
fruit which Is being tried Is the Japu-
nepe date plum. Hen?, too, or', rather,
In specially constructed pits quite near,
grow the pineapples, which are ready
in midwinter and are of noted excel¬
lence.
When the queen Inspects her gardens,

It must be mentioned that her interest
is by no means limited to the orna¬
mental branches of the gardener's art.
Tille manifests keen Interest In the new
kinds of vegetables, especially toma¬
toes (which are so managed as never to
lie out of season), green pens, beans
and potatoes. An astonishing amount
of vegetables tire sent In daily for the
use of the royal household.
The orchid house at Frogmoro shows

some rare plants, and the snored bean
of Egypt is always visited In Its flower-
In-,- season by its royal owner. Few
cultivators succeed in blooming It year¬
ly, as happens hero, a fact of which
In r majesty is Justly proud. The palm-
house is brightened by the scarlet Mow¬
ers of the polnsettla, which are cut In
quantities for vase and table decora¬
tion. For maidenhair ferns the queen
has a fancy, and her private sitting
room is generally adorned by a fine
Specimen or two.
Though gratified to have witnessed

so great an advance in nil branches of
gardening during thc^yenrs of her reign
and fully convinced of the superiority
of modeun varieties of Mowers and
fruit, her majesty preserves an affec¬
tion for many of the good old plants
and blossoms, especially the hardy out¬
door subjects thnf were generally
grown in her young days.
Queen Victoria has always loved vio¬

lets. The old as well as the new sorts
are cultivated by her gardeners., so
that she Is never without some In
bloom. Roses under glass are also
very successfully managed, the climb¬
ing white nlphetos being, It is said, the
queen's favorite. Mignonette, wallllow-
eis and honeysuckle are among sweet
scented blossoms for which the queen
cherishes affection.

TO CLEAR THE COMPLEXION.
A thorough steaming has a wonder¬

fully good effect occasionally in clear¬
ing the complexion. It may be accom¬

plished by holding the face over a baaln
of hot water und keeping in the steam
with a towel, which covers the head
and the basin, forming a sort of tent.
After steaming for a short time wfush
the face well with a good superfatted
soap and warm water and then douohe
the face with cold water.
The soap does the work of cleansing,

the hot water removes the suds and thfl
cold closes the pores of tho skin, which
it braces so that It is not made too sen¬
sitive to bear the effects of cold wind*
»r of sun.

ness.

3_±


